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	The built environment


	WHAT IS THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT?


The built environment covers any man-made structure including buildings, both domestic and industrial, bridges, tunnels and walls, pylons and aerials. This action plan also includes the land surrounding many industrial sites and buildings such as car parks and urban wasteland which form an integral part of the use of the site.

Wasteland is generally considered to be unmanaged land where the industrial use has finished or been removed and the plants and animals have gradually colonised the site. Many species are transitory occupiers of  such sites, having evolved to live in very specific conditions they form part of the succession of habitats on an unmanaged site.

Buildings are extremely variable according to their age, the material from which they are built and their use.     Species making use of buildings form two groups, those that spend all, or the majority, of their lifecycle within the structure and those for which the building is only used for part of their lifecycle. Older buildings tend to be of natural materials and can be important for lichens. Pipistrelle bats often form roosts in more modern buildings, frequently those less than 30 years old.  Swallows, house martins and swifts use buildings as a substitute for cliffs. 

	Where are they found in the uk?


The built environment can be found across the UK. It is concentrated in lowland areas with most major conurbations situated adjacent to the coast or geographical features such as rivers. Built environment features such as roads and railways connect almost all man made structures into a nationwide network. 

	Why ARE Built environments of 

	conservation importance?


The built environment is a major, and growing part of the modern landscape. Many species have developed to use man made sites as natural sites have decreased.

Pipistrelle bats, which breed and roost mainly in buildings, are of national concern having suffered up to 70% decrease in population between 1978 and 1993.

	the built environment in the durham area


	What is the state of Built environments 

	in the Durham area?


Current estimates suggest that the human population as a whole in the area will remain stable but that the number of households will increase. An allowance has been made in regional planning guidance for a growth 
of almost 11% in housing stock between 1996 and 2016.

Within the Plan area there are about 4000ha of land identified for industrial or business development, these include both brown-field and green-field sites. It is expected that further provision of sites will be necessary in east Durham and north Sunderland.

	Where does it occur in the Durham Area ?


The major urban areas in Durham are in the north east and east of the area with Gateshead, South Tyneside, Sunderland and Durham being the largest centres of population. However, smaller towns and villages  occur across the whole area, decreasing in size and density in the west and north of the area. The built environment occupies about 8% of the area.

	The BIODIVERSITY OF THE built environment

	 is  at risk from:


Disturbance – both human and mechanical, many sites are subject to almost constant disturbance including light and noise pollution.

Loss or destruction of habitat – many sites become occupied by wildlife when the human use of the building has finished but frequently this is only an intermediate stage before the demolition of the buildings and redevelopment of the site.

Use of environmentally unfriendly building techniques including use of inappropriate chemicals, filling of all cavities and blocking access to roof spaces.

Chemical pollution – including surface water run-offs and leachate from long term storage facilities.

Heavy metal contamination from previous industrial use.

Lack of understanding of the biodiversity value of the built environment.

Fly tipping and dumping on urban wasteland.

Colonisation by non-native species.

	THE BIODIVERSITY OF THE Built environment 

	Benefit from:


The presence of humans for monitoring and potential intervention.

Use of permeable surfaces for car parks.

Use of hedges and trees as area dividers rather than walls or fences.

Managed neglect of urban wastelands – allowing 

natural succession.

The built environment

	Important species for  the built environment



	Bats
	***
	Starling
	

	House martin
	
	House sparrow
	

	Swallow
	
	Barn owl
	**

	Swift
	
	‘common’ weed species
	


	OTHER HABITAT ACTION PLANS COVERING ISSUES RELEVANT TO THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT



	Urban habitats
	*

	Gardens and allotments
	*

	Parks and amenity grasslands
	*


N.B.
**    indicates action plan produced in 1998.

*      indicates action plan  produced in 2000.

***  indicates action plan to be produced in 2001.

	tARGETS FOR THE CONSERVATION OF THE BIODIVERSITY OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT IN the DURHAM AREA:



	
	
	DATE

	Target 1
	Assess the biodiversity value of the built environment.
	2004

	Target 2
	Maintain and enhance where appropriate the current biodiversity interest of the built environment.
	ONGOING

	Target 3
	Raise the awareness of the biodiversity value of the built environment.
	ONGOING




	The BUILT ENVIRONMENT ACTIONS

	Action
	date
	Possible partners
	Meets

Target no.

	Policy and legislation
1. Seek designation as CWS/SNCI or as Local Nature Reserves for important sites.
	2009
	DBAP, EN, LAs
	2

	site safeguard and management
2. Develop environmental management plans for industrial sites to include actions for    protection and enhancement of biodiversity.
	2009
	DBAP, EA, LAs
	2

	Research and monitoring

3. Undertake audit of the built environment.
	2004
	DBAP, Local Wildlife Groups,

DBG
	1

	ADVISORY

4. Collate examples of best practice in development and management of sites.

5. Use ‘Developing Biodiversity’, ‘Making a Difference’ and  ‘Planning for Biodiversity in N.E England’ to enhance biodiversity around the built environment, where         appropriate.

6. Utilise advisory documents and Durham Bat    Group advice to protect bats in buildings (see Appendix 3 ‘Planning for Biodiversity in N.E. England’).
	2004

ONGOING

ONGOING
	DBAP, LAs, EA

LAs, DBAP, Buisnesses

DBAP, DBG
	2, 3

2, 3

2, 3

	COMMUNICATION AND PUBLICITY

7. Raise public awareness of the biodiversity    value of the built environment.
	ONGOING
	DBAP, LA21
	3


